Xll                                              GENERAL SUMMARY

7 The beginning of local self-government in nual areas has alieady
been mentioned The members of circle boards and district councils
weie elected late in the year , and the councils began woik with funds
mainly inherited fiom the district cess funds and distuct funds which
they superseded They were largely occupied dm ing the remainder of
the year with the enteitamment of staff and establishment and other
pichminarj arrangements Foui new municipalities weie foimed duiing
the year, bringing the total numbei up to 52 The constitution of the
Rangoon Municipality was tevised undei a new Act, which teplaced the
old municipal committee b\ a mainly elective Coipoiation having wider
and moie useful powers The acquisition on behalf of the Rangoon
Pott Tuibt of a Luge atea of land at Dawbon toi futuie development
of the pot t was begun

8 The cultivated area of the piovmce continued to expand, though
to a smaller extent than in the previous year, when the conditions weie
^xceptionallj fa\ourable In the year under review the tains weie less
timely, and in Lower Bui ma much damage was done by floods, lecovery
from which was prevented by a shortage of late lam The puce of
iice tuled generally lower than m the previous year, the Indian and
Fai-Eastern demand being weak The health of cattle was good except
for outbteaks of tmderpest in the Upper Chindwm and Amheist Districts
and one ot anthrax m Meigui The activities of the Agncultural
Depat tment expanded during the yeai, thiee new cndes being opened,
m Aiakan, the delta and central Bui ma Valuable lesearch work was
done bj the department, as well as seed distribution , impioied imple-
ments were designed, and new piocessesfoi the treatment of produce
invented Theie was no considerable expansion of the work of the
Co-operative Department The tendency to mterpiet co opeiation as
meaning only cheap credit, and to neglect the collection of deposits in
the expectation of getting ample loans from central banks still peisisted

9   In the Foiest Department the investment of monej in the means
of making the foiest wealth of the province moie accessible continued
The expenditiue on foiest loads was moie than thiee times, and the
length of toads coustiucted about two and a half times, that of the
previous jeai     Owing to a pool floating season and a weak maiket,
the outturn of teak both by Govei nment and by lessees was smaller ,
but that of other reserved timbei increased

10   There was a elect ease m the output of pen oleum from the older
and larger orl-helds, which rncieased output on the newer fields was
insufficient to counteract    At the Itad and silvei mines of the Bm ma
Corporation, Limited, in the Noi them Shan States, f m thet discos ci les
of high gnde oie were made, and pioduchon again showed a matkecl
increase     The total output fiom these mines foi the yeai was valued at